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Training Program Using Digital Audio Stories via media
streaming technology (podcast) to improve the listening
and speaking skills of visually impaired children

Abstract:

Visually impaired children need to improve their listening and
speaking skills to be able to express their needs, understand others, and
communicate constructively with them. Therefore This research aims to
verify the effectiveness of a training program using audio digital stories
through media streaming technology (podcasts) in improving the
listening and speaking skills of visually impaired children. The sample
consisted of (10) children aged between (6 - 7) years, with an average
age of (6.59) and a standard deviation of (0.29) and an intelligence level
of (90-110) with an average of (40.98) and a standard deviation of (31.6),
at Al Nour School for the Blind in Beni Suef Governorate. They were
divided into two experimental and control groups with (5) children in
each group. The researchers used a quasi-experimental method, and the
research tools included a listening and speaking skills assessment scale
and a training program prepared by the researchers with a total of (50)
training sessions at a rate of (3) sessions per week. The statistical
analysis of the data revealed significant differences between the pre-test
and post-test mean ranks of the experimental group's scores on the
Listening and Speaking Skills Scale and the Overall Score, in favor of
the post-test, at a significance level of (0.01). Additionally, significant
differences were found between the post-test mean ranks of the
experimental and control groups on the Listening and Speaking Skills
Scale and the Overall Score, in favor of the experimental group, at a
significance level of (0.01). However, no significant differences were
found between the post-test and follow-up mean ranks on the Listening
and Speaking Skills Scale after two months of post-implementation for
the experimental group, at a significance level of (0.01). These findings
confirm the effectiveness of the training program in improving the
listening and speaking skills of visually impaired children.

Keywords: Training program - Digital audio stories — podcasts - listening
and speaking skills - visually impaired children.
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