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Abstract

Using problem-based learning in Teaching Social Studies for
Developing Awareness of Contemporary Regional Issues
of Preparatory Stage pupils

The problem: The low level of third year preparatory stage students in
some dimensions of awareness of contemporary regional issues and
future thinking skills in social studies.

The procedures: were determined in two parts, one of them was:
theoretical and the other was experimental. The theoretical one dealt
with: (a) problem-based learning, (B) awareness of contemporary
regional issues, (C) future thinking skills. The experimental part dealt
with (1) the dimensions of consciousness list. (2) the future thinking
skills list, (3) the steps of learning based on problem solving. (4) the
measurement instruments, which included (a scale of issues awareness
and a scale of future thinking). (5) The practical part, which included:
choosing the research groups, which were (30) for the control group and
(30) for the experimental one of the third year preparatory stage students.
In addition to apply the two measurement instruments before and after
teaching the third unit of the second semester by using the problem-based
learning with its proposed steps.

Result: the dimensions of awareness list and the future thinking skills list
were designed and used. The result indicated the effectiveness of using
problem-based learning for developing awareness of contemporary
regional issues and future thinking skills of preparatory stage students.
Moreover, it indicated that there were statistically significant differences
at (0.05) level between the mean scores of the research group in the two
scales (awareness of issues and future thinking) in the pre/post
applications in favor of the post one.

Keywords: Problem-Based Learning- Awareness of Contemporary
Regional Issues- Future Thinking Skills
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